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GIVE THANKS,
GIVE THANKS,
GIVE THANKS!

Sometimes I tell the
young people gathered for
Day School Chapels that I
must sound like a broken
record (not that they even
know what that is!),
because I am always
talking about giving
thanks to God.  Every
time we Episcopalians
gather we give thanks to
God.  In fact that’s the
name of what we do
when we gather.  The
word “Eucharist” comes
from the Greek and means
“grateful” or “thankful.” 
So you can rightly say
that we are a thankful
people particularly as we
gather around the table of
our Lord to make
Eucharist together.

We have so much to give
thanks for here at Holy
Trinity as we work our
way forward in our 5-year
plan.  Just look at the

mention here in “The Tidings” of all
the ministries forming and growing.  So
many more folks are involved and
excited about who we are and what we
are about as God’s people here,
“building an open community
connecting people to God and their
ministries.”  That’s our mission and
that’s joyful, thankful work.

Canon Mary Sulerud, Assistant to
Bishop Chane for Ministry and
Resource Development, pointed out
another illustration of our thankfulness. 
Mary was invited here in November to
preach and chat with us by the
Stewardship Ministry.  In her sermon
on that day, the Feast of Christ the
King, she had this to say, “ this
community of faith [Holy Trinity]
clearly means so much to those of you
gathered today.  What extraordinary
commitments you have made in the
name of Christ.  Holy Trinity gives the
largest percentage of its income to the
Diocese of any parish [in the Diocese]. 
You have entered an unprecedented
partnership with three other parishes to
share the services of a youth minister. 
You have a thriving school of 600
students that is a model not only in this
Diocese for good parochial education
but in this region and province.  Yours
is one of two parish budgets that I carry

with me to other churches as an
example of how to create a financial
document that really reflects mission
and ministry.  All of this is possible
because so many of you choose to give
without trying to control the outcome of
your gifts.  All of this is possible
because so many of you give, knowing
what it is to be servants of a Servant-
King, Jesus Christ.

“Communities of faith that are living
witnesses to the great visions of Daniel
and the seer John of a kingdom of
priests to serve our god are rarer than
any of us would wish most days.  I
believe with all my heart that Holy
Trinity is just such a parish.  On this
feast day I would challenge all of you
to cherish this reality not by trying to
continue life just as it is, but by
exuberantly and joyfully offering your
lives, separately and gathered, to Christ
as King not only of heaven and earth
but of at least 10 percent of your time,
talent and treasure as starters. It will be
the beginning of a vision that the other
90 percent is about God’s rule too. 
Paraphrasing Harvard Chaplain, Peter
Gomes, it will also launch us gloriously
into a life in which ‘giving is its own
excuse for living’.”



ARTICLES FOR
THE FEBRUARY

TIDINGS ARE DUE
JANUARY 5TH 

What a great
challenge to us as we
begin this new year, this
new year of thanksgiving
to God for all that we
have been given.  Pray
that you may be that kind
of steward of God’s gifts.

Tom

PRAYER FOR
THE NEW YEAR

O God, we may want a
church or Bible whose
truth never changes, but
your Spirit calls us to new
life. We may want
security, but you call us to
faith. We may want proof
and certainty, but you call
us to hope. Give us eyes to
see you in the midst of the
changes and chances of
this restless world,
looking to you as the
author and finisher of our
faith. Amen.

GREAT BIG
THANKS TO OUR
PARISH FAMILY

I was overwhelmed by the
generosity of so many of
our Parishioners when we
delivered the donations to
Samaritan Ministry’s
Christmas party yesterday. 

We are so blessed to have so many
giving people within our church family. 
Thank you all for your support for this
worthwhile mission.  Between the day
school families and our own
congregational support, we filled a van
and pick-up truck with toys and gifts.  I
actually needed to call in some elves
(Denny Hamel, Craig Ryan, and Dave
Nelson) to deliver these gifts prior to
Santa’s arrival at the party.

We had a wonderful turn out from our
own youth group and some of their
friends who kept the children busy with
singing, games and crafts while their
parents “shopped” at the North Pole
(thanks to:  Cara, Eric, Lauren, Catie,
Lauriane, Erin, CJ, Karen, Kristen,
Kathryn, Matt, Daniel, Natalie, Patrick,
Steven, Ali, Sammi, Brittany, Kelly,
Tia, and John).  To our beloved Santa,
Ed, it wouldn’t have been a party
without you.  The kids, both young and
old loved you and appreciated your
“sweating it out” for the duration of the
festivities.  

Our chaperone/drivers/personal
shopping assistants were wonderful in
filling in where they were needed.  A
big thanks goes to:  Mary & Craig
Ryan, Catherine Hamel, Karen Kalber,
and our wonderful youth leader, Erin
Iverson.    This is a once-a-year event,
but a lot of planning goes into making
this a reality for the over 100 families
who are program participants with
Samaritan Ministry.  

During this season of advent, I’m
constantly reminded of how blessed we
all are.  Participating in this project
confirms what I already know to be
true... We have a wonderful church
family!

Thanks again to all who made this
possible.

Beth Nelson

P.S.  Samaritan Ministry is one of Holy
Trinity’s designated outreach Mission
projects.  We have had a parish “rep” in
past years and it would be wonderful to
be able to provide a liaison once again. 
If you feel that this might be something
you’d be interested in, please contact
me for more information.

WILL OUR CHILDREN BE
GOOD STEWARDS?

By Tom Lackey,
 Stewardship Ministry

Robert Fulghum wrote a very insightful,
best-selling book some years ago
entitled All I Really Need to Know I
Learned in Kindergarten.  The lessons
of a lifetime are simple, and were
actually taught to us at a young age. 
Some of my favorite lessons were:

SHARE EVERYTHING.

PLAY FAIR.

DON’T HIT PEOPLE.

DON’T TAKE THINGS THAT
AREN’T YOURS.

WHEN YOU GO OUT INTO THE
WORLD, WATCH OUT FOR

TRAFFIC,
HOLD HANDS, AND STICK

TOGETHER.

GOLDFISH, HAMSTERS AND
LITTLE SEEDS ALL DIE AND SO DO

WE.

WISDOM WAS NOT AT THE TOP OF
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL

MOUNTAIN, BUT THERE ON THE
PLAYGROUND AT SUNDAY

SCHOOL.

What about Stewardship?  What lessons
are we teaching our children about giving
back to God?  Will they be good
stewards?  Are we teaching them the
simple, but important lessons of
Stewardship?  As with most things in life,



they will learn by the
examples we give them.
Please give generously to
the Church with your time,
talent and treasure.  By our
example, our children will
learn the meaning of
Stewardship:
SHARE EVERYTHING.

HAPPY 40TH

ANNIVERSARY
TO HOLY

TRINITY DAY
SCHOOL!

This year marks the 40th

anniversary of Holy Trinity
Episcopal Day School – a
great milestone!  In
September of 1963, we
opened our doors to a
nursery class of 7 students
and a kindergarten class of
13 students.  Now, we have
602 students in preschool
through grade 8, on two
beautiful campuses, and
with more than 120 faculty
and staff.  Most important,
every step along the way
has been taken with
purpose and always with
the mission to provide the
very best for every student
who enters our school.

As part of the activities to
r e c o g n i z e  o u r  4 0 t h

anniversary our students
will participate in a special
communion chapel this
spring.  We are looking
forward to a visit from Fr.
Baxter, Rector of Holy
Trinity Church when the
day school was founded, so
that he may join us for this
event.

In addition, we are hosting the following
alumni gatherings:

Alumni Sundae Social: Sunday, March
28, 2004 from 3PM to 5PM

Scoop up your classmates and join us for
ice cream and all the fixings.  Visit with
friends and tour the Middle School
Student Art Show that will be on display.

Alumni Bandstand:
 Tuesday, May 11, 2004 at 7PM

Tune up your musical instruments and
participate in our alumni band
performance during the spring concert.
Enjoy the full concert and then join the
wind ensemble for a special grand finale
piece.  

RSVP’s are requested for both alumni
events.  For more information, please
contact Lisa Hawkins at 301-464-3215 or
lhawkins@htrinity.org.

CONGRATULATIONS!!

Together, our parish made over 2500
sandwiches for Martha’s Table during
2003. During November alone we made
about 600 sandwiches! That’s something
we should all be proud of. You have all
responded wonderfully with donations of
bread, cheese, peanut butter, jelly,
sandwich bags, and other supplies. We
have also learned that many hands truly
do make light work, since we usually
finish the sandwiches within only 30
minutes of work after each service. It’s
wonderful to see so many young people
helping with this activity. 

However, we should keep in mind that
every day Martha’s Table distributes
3000 sandwiches and 65 gallons of soup.
The efforts and donations from groups
such as ours are extremely important. As
we enter the new year, we have several
dates scheduled for future sandwich
making. The next one is scheduled for

February 1, 2004. We will need
donations of all supplies, but the most
important donation is your time. We
could use more adults and older teens to
make sandwiches and assist the younger
participants. It’s a great opportunity for
families to do something together that
truly makes a difference. It’s wonderful
to know that so many people will have
something to eat because of you, so plan
on participating on February 1, 2004.

If you have any questions about how you
can help, please call Elizabeth
Chamberlain at (301) 464-5897.

UPDATE ON THE SEARCH
FOR THE NEXT HEAD OF
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL
DAY SCHOOL

A group of current Board members has
come together to form an ad
hoc/consultant search committee.  The
group has met four times since Peggy
announced her retirement. As of this
writing they have:

• Contacted both resources in the
education community for
consultant recommendations and
schools who have recently been
through a head search or who are
currently searching for a new
head.

• From these sources developed a
list of highly recommended
consultants.  

• Contacted the consultants to ask
them to send a proposal for a
head search.

The group is currently reviewing these
proposals, asking for additional
information, comparing and contrasting
the proposals and developing an
interview process for the consultants. Our
goal is to present consultants to the full
Board in January in order to have a
consultant hired by the end of January.



We ask for your good
thoughts and prayers as we
begin the first step in the
search for a new Head for
Holy Trinity Episcopal Day
School.

If you have any questions
or comments about the
Head Search at any time in
the process, please contact
me at 301 262-4384 (H) or
301 545-5954 (W) or e
m a i l  a t
Mcampbellryan@comcast.net

Thank you for your
support,
Mary Ryan, 
Chair of the Search Process

A n d  t h e  A d  H o c
committee:
Father Tom Andrews
Alison Lavigne
Kathy Murphy            
Melvin Petty
James Robinson

WORSHIP AND 
MUSIC MINISTRY

Worship and Music
Ministry met Nov 16.  

There was a suggestion that
a sermon title might appear
in the bulletin along with
q u e s t i o n s  f o r
contemplation.  A follow-
up Sunday Discussion
migh t  cons ide r  t he
questions. Music and
Worship will be reading the
book entitled Opening the
Prayerbook by Jeffrey Lee.
Volume 7 of The Church’s
Teaching Series, this is a
resource  fo r  be t t e r
understanding The Book of
Common Prayer and the
very important work we do
as Episcopalians when we

worship. Following are the discussion
questions for the first chapter.

 Chapter 1: What is Common Prayer?

!. This chapter addresses the question of
what is common prayer. How would you
describe the defining characteristics of
common prayer? What  would
"uncommon" prayer look like?              
                      

2. The author describes Anglicans as
"people of a book." Do you agree with
this description? What are some of the
advantages of having a prayer book?
What are some of the disadvantages?
 
3. Lee asserts that "one of the challenges
facing Anglicanism world-wide is  the
increasing diversity of its prayer books."
How do you think the recent abundance
of prayer book revisions have affected
your congregation? Your own faith?

A request has been made for a candle
light service Christmas Eve.  This will be
done by turning out the lights for the last
hymn, and having candles passed out to
the congregation by the ushers as they
return from Communion.

On Christmas Eve the acolytes will
accompany the Gospeler, “enlightening”
the Gospel procession when everyone
turns to face the book as it is being read.

For next year, we should consider
holding the Christmas pageant before
Dec. 25th, not after.  Also next year when
Christmas falls on Sunday we should
consider having only one service,
perhaps at 10 am, since we will have had
services on Friday, Saturday, and then
again on Sunday.  We will talk more
about these ideas.

New hymns could be taught by having
the choir singing the hymn as an anthem
and then using the hymn at the service
several times.

Palm Sunday’s liturgy in the Book of

Common Prayer moves us into Holy
Week and Jesus’ Passion because fewer
people are able to attend weekday
services, and we need to remember the
Passion before we move into the
celebration of Easter and the
Resurrection. 

Present for this meeting were Tom, Patty
and Floyd Lewis, Jessica Lackey, Julie
Gordon, and Sam McGeiver. Plan to
attend the next meeting on January 18,
2004 during the Sunday Discussion hour
in Tom’s office.

Sam McGeiver

HYMN HISTORY
By Arleen D. Kirtland

One of the most beautiful and well-loved
hymns of the Advent and Christmas
season is “O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel.”  Written by a monk or priest
sometime before 800 AD, it is rich in Old
and New Testament references to the
unfolding biblical prophesies fulfilled by
Christ’s birth.  It was originally sung,
one verse at a time, as a vespers
antiphon during the one week
celebration of Advent observed by the
early church.  For the ordinary person
worshiping in the Dark Ages, this hymn
gave life to the story  of salvation.
  
The Latin chant was discovered by a
scholarly and somewhat progressive
Anglican priest, John Mason Neale, in
the mid 1800’s.  He translated the verses
into English and set them to a 15th

century church processional chant.

Some of the scriptures used for the verses
are Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:23, Isaiah II
(the Road of Jesse), Malachi 4:2, and
Isaiah 22:22.  

Our hymn of praise for Christmas is
“Angels We Have Heard on High.”  This
is a carol whose origins cannot be traced
– we know nothing of the writer.
Scholars believe it came from France,



around the nineteenth
century.  It was first
published in a French
s o n g b o o k  i n  1 8 5 5 ,
although it was most likely
used by the church for
years.

The chorus comes from the
earliest of Latin chants and
ties the hymn to all of
church history.  The
phrase, Gloria in excelsis
Deo – Glory to God in the
highest – was decreed
around 130 AD by Pope
Telesphorus to be said or
sung at the conclusion of
celebrations of the day of
Christ’s birth.  By the 3rd

century, this had become
tradition.

The verses of this hymn are
a simple yet moving re-
telling of the angels
appearing to the ordinary
shepherds, some of the first
called to spread the Good
News, in a glorious
proclamation of God’s
promise fulfilled.  Each of
us, like the common
shepherds, have been
called by Christ to be one
of His Saints and to be
about the business of
spreading the gospel, not
only at Christmas, but
throughout our lives.

The stories behind these
hymns and many other
favorites can be found in
Stories Behind the Best-
Loved Songs of Christmas
by Ace Collins.  I highly
recommend this book for
light devotional reading,
for yourself or as “family
time.”

CONVERSATION WITH
YOUR BISHOP

On Wednesday, March 3, 7-8:30, the
Rt. Rev. John Bryson Chane will be
with us for coffee and conversation.
This will be a time for you and Bishop
Chane to talk informally about
anything you would like to share with
him.  He has asked for this time to give
him some insight into your thoughts
prior to his being here on Sunday,
March 7.  Mark your calendars.  A big
“thank you” to the EFM group for
hosting this evening with the Bishop.

The Tidings is published monthly 
Jean Tawes, editor
E-mail: jtawes@htrinity.org



                                                                   ASSISTING IN THE SERVICE FOR JANUARY

DATE TIME LECTORS INTERCESSOR EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

ACOLYTES USHERS 

Jan. 4   8:00AM C. Perdue
C. Reindorf

S. Cone D. Robinson Ka. Lackey H. Tucker
L. Anderson

  9:30AM F. Harwood
K. Evans

J. Findlay D. Clark
Mary Ryan

G. Blancke
J. Judd
D. Townsend-Gray

K. Kirtland
G. Perez

Jan. 11  8:00AM S. Fallon
J. Scott

E. Kirby J. Diggs D. Nelson R. Trisko
T. Kirby

 9:30AM K. Wenzel
E. Chamberlain

R. Stimpert Chip Harman
S. McGeiver

M. Murdoch
C. Murdoch
B. Walker

A. Sparks
M. Powell

12:00PM Epiphany
Pageant

N/A T. Lackey
L. Moeller

A. Jarmon TBA

Jan. 18  8:00AM S. Allen
D. Stahman

R. Longmire S. Cone J. Spehr R. Curbelo
H. Tucker

 9:30AM J. Campbell
A. Vandermeys

K. Kirtland S. Gilbert
D. Leilich

A. Simons
B. Dunwiddie
E. Dunwiddie

R. Blass
B. Kallal

Jan. 25 8:00AM J. Trisko
V. Esmacher

S. Esmacher S. Allen Z. Brasel L. Anderson
R. Trisko

9:30AM TBA P. Reiber R. Beckley
S. Wood

L. Zampella
W. Gordon
S. Spehr

C. Reiber
P. Reiber

12:00PM Kr. Lackey
L. Stewart

CJ Johnson K. Kalber
B. Nelson

R. Bowen D. Nelson
J. Ruh

Altar Guild: Jan. 1-15: Marcia Edelschein, Ruth Simons                                                               Acolytes are responsible for
                                          16-31: Nancy Diggs, Charlotte Zarate                                                      finding a substitute if they cannot serve.

                           
                              ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

If you set aside momentarily the four Gospels, Acts, Paul’s 14
letters, and Revelation, you will find that all that is left in the
New Testament is a group of seven brief letters written by
persons other than Paul.  The writers of James, 1st and 2nd Peter,
1st 2nd and 3rd John and Jude have Christians in general in mind
(unlike Paul’s letters to specific churches).  These letters help
Christians face the world as people of faith, and live with
purpose and meaning in the midst of a society that measures
meaning in fortune and fame.

Join the Bible Study group on Sundays in Room 204 at
11:00AM as often as you can for fellowship and discussion of
these New Testament letters.  This is another opportunity at
Holy Trinity to let God grow your faith.

SUNDAY DISCUSSION HOUR

           Jan. 4 - Fellowship
                 11 - Epiphany Pageant
                 18 - Fellowship
                 25 - Convention Issues: T. Andrews




